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By Drew Marine

PHOENIX (3TV/CBS 5) -

K-9 Hero retires, approved to go
home with handler
Posted: Feb 07, 2018 4:39 PM MST
Updated: Feb 07, 2018 8:55 PM MST

A four-legged member of the Maricopa County Sheriff’s
Office retired Wednesday, at the young age of 5. That's 35 years old if you’re
counting in dog years.

Hero, accurately named, has been working in the K-9 unit with his handler, Deputy
Brigette McBride, since 2016.

Their work relationship may have ended; however, the Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors approved the transfer of ownership of Hero to live with McBride for his
retirement.

[RELATED: UPDATE: Deputy and retiring K9 can stay together]

Hero originally trained as a patrol and explosives K-9 and assisted on calls
including felony assaults, home invasions and missing child calls, to name a few.
During his time at the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, he has done searches at
the NCAA Final Four and Diamondbacks games at Chase Field.  

Just last year, Hero was one of six K-9s to receive ballistic- and stab-protective
vests to protect him on the job.

[RELATED: Arizona K-9 featured in national calendar as 6 MCSO dogs get
body armor]

[SECTION: Animal News]

Nicknamed "Hugs and Kisses" by colleagues, it only makes sense that Hero’s
retirement plan includes taking lots of naps with his family, playing fetch and
volunteering his time to people in need of comfort.

Click/tap here to download the free azfamily mobile app.

Copyright 2018 KPHO/KTVK (KPHO Broadcasting Corporation). All rights
reserved.
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PD: 2 people shot at CVS parking lot in east Phoenix
Police are trying to figure out what led up to the shooting.
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